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How Not to Succeed 
in Law School 
[The following law review article 
will be reprinted in segments 
throughout the next issues of The 
Docket with the kind permission 
of Professor James D. Gordon III 
of Brigham Young University 
School of Law. A book by Professor 
Gordon based on this article will 
be published by HarperCollins, 
due in July 1993.] 
HOW NOT TO SUCCEED IN 
LAW SCHOOL 
by James D. Gordon HP 
L Should YOU go to law 
school? 
Would you like to help the less 
fortunate? 
Would you like to see liberty and 
justice for all? 
Do you want to vindicate the 
rights of the oppressed? 
If so, you should join the Peace 
Corps. The last thing you should 
do is attend law school. 
People basically hate lawyers, 
and with good reason. That's why 
you'll rarely escape from a dinner 
party without hearing at least one 
lawyer joke. Indeed, literature 
reveals that people have always 
hated lawyers. Samuel Coleridge 
wrote in The Devil's Thoughts: 
He saw a Lawyer killing a 
Viper 
On a dunghill hard by his own 
stable 
And the Devil smiled, for it put 
him in mind 
Old Cain and his brother, 
Abel.2 
Even other species detest lawyers. 
Carl Sandburg wrote: 
Why is there always a secret 
singing 
When a lawyer cashes in? 
Why does a hearse horse 
snicker 
Hauling a lawyer away?^ 
It is true that some lawyers are 
dishonest, arrogant, greedy, venal, 
amoral, ruthless buckets of toxic 
slime. On the other hand, it is 
unfair to judge the entire profes­
sion by a few hundred thousand 
bad apples. In fact, there are many 
perfectly legitimate reasons for 
going to law school. For example, 
ask yourself the following 
questions: 
Do I want to go to medical 
school but can't stand the sight 
of blood? 
Are my inlaws pestering me to 
death to do something meaningful 
(i.e. lucrative) with my life? Have 
I considered circulating petitions 
to ban inlaws, but realized that 
it would only spawn stupid 
bumper stickers saying, "WHEN 
INLAWS ARE OUTLAWED, 
ONLY OUTLAWS WILL HAVE 
INLAWS?" 
Did I major in English and have 
absolutely nowhere else to turn? 
If these questions ring a bell, 
you might feel that law school is 
for you. Lie down for a while until 
the feeling goes away. If it doesn't 
go away, prepare yourself for the 
consequences. For example, your 
grandparents will immediately 
scrape off their bumper sticker 
that says, "ASK ME ABOUT MY 
GRANDCHILDREN." You see, 
they grew up in a time when a 
person's word was his bond, when 
a handshake was enough, when 
disputes were worked out amic­
ably and quickly among people of 
good will. Fortunately, you don't 
live in such primitive times! 
Today, you can make a handsome 
income exploiting other people's 
personal tragedies and society's 
declining sense of community. 
And just in time too... right when 
you are graduating from college. 
Talk about lucky! 
IL Taking the LSAT 
Before you can go to law school, 
you have to take an exam called 
the LSAT. Nobody knows whether 
the "A" in LSAT stands for 
"Admissions," "Aptitude," or 
"Arbitrary." The LSAT basically 
measures how well you can use 
a number 2 pencil to fill in the 
little circles on the computer 
sheet. Be sure to fill in the circles 
completely and carefully. Do not 
make any stray marks on the 
paper. This will lower your score. 
The instructions at the top of the 
exam carefully explain that these 
are the grading criteria, but 
hardly anyone ever pays any 
attention to them. 
The old LSAT score went up to 
800, but a few years ago the LSAT 
people (whoever they are) changed 
the exam so that now the highest 
fMDSsible score is 48. This looks 
pretty suspicious, if you ask me. 
I mean, why 48? Why not a nice 
round number, like 100: The 
secret truth is that a group of law 
professors who scored 48 on the 
old exam lobbied the LSAT people 
to make 48 the highest score. 
The old LSAT had — I am not 
making this up — a math section. 
After conducting an exhaustive 
nationwide study, however, the 
LSAT people finally realized that 
no one had asked a lawyer to solve 
a quadratic equation or find the 
cosine of an angle for, probably, 
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several centuries, and so they 
eventually deleted it. This action 
was taken against their better 
judgment (using the term loosely). 
After all, the math section pro­
vided a handy way to discriminate 
among people of equal 
intelligence. 
Frankly, the current LSAT 
isn't much better. It asks ques­
tions like, "Compare Madam 
Defarge in The Tale of Two Cities 
with Huckleberry Finn in Huc­
kleberry Finn." This makes no 
sense at all, since lawyers rarely 
address this question. 
Another typical question on the 
current LSAT goes like this: 
Assume you have a fox, a goose, 
and a bag of corn. You need to 
row them all across the river, 
but the boat will carry only you 
and one other thing at a time. 
If you leave the fox and the 
goose alone, the fox will eat the 
goose. If you leave the goose 
and the corn alone, the goose 
will eat the corn. How do you 
get them across? 
The answer is so simple a child 
could get it: you beat the goose 
silly with an oar, and then take 
the fox across before he flees for 
his life. This question is so stupid 
I don't even know why they 
include it. 
It never seems to have occurred 
to the LSAT people that their test 
might deign to include a few 
questions that actually relate to 
a lawyer's work. For example: 
(1) Abe is a lawyer who wins 
a personal injury lawsuit 
for Betty, a quadriplegic. 
Abe should take a contin­
gent fee of: 
a. 30% 
b. 50% 
c. 100% 
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d. (The correct answer) 
100%, plus a bonus for 
taking a public service 
case. 
Or: 
(2) The judge receives a bribe 
of $5,000 from the plain­
tiff's lawyer. He then 
receives a bribe of $10,000 
from the defendant's law­
yer. The judge should; 
a. Notify the state bar 
association 
b. Notify the police 
c. Notify the FBI 
d. (The correct answer) 
Return $5,000 to the 
defendant and try the 
case on the merits. 
The LSAT people say that 
LSAT preparation courses do not 
help, since the LSAT tests knowl­
edge and skills that cannot be 
improved by last minute cram­
ming. Regardless of what the 
LSAT people say, however, you 
will notice that there are several 
suspiciously solvent LSAT prep 
course companies who are happy 
to take your money. Of course, you 
can always choose to "go bare" 
and take the LSAT without any 
prep course at all. People who 
have done this in the past are 
called "nonlawyers." 
You take the LSAT in a stifling 
room crammed with five hundred 
sweating people. It is immediately 
apparent that none of them has 
ever watched a deodorant com­
mercial in his or her entire life. 
Through a strange quirk of fate, 
you have to sit right next to some 
moron who chomps loudly on 
Corn Nuts throughout the whole 
exam while wearing those 
artillery-range ear protectors that 
make it impossible for him to 
notice anything less than 7.5 on 
the Richter scale. They also make 
it impossible for you to tell him 
what an inconsiderate imbecile he 
is. Notice your feeling of panic and 
nausea as you take the LSAT. Get 
used to it. 
After you take the LSAT, they 
send you your score and a state­
ment explaining which "percen­
tile" you are in. The "percentile" 
is the inverse percentage chance 
you have of spending your life 
doing something honest. 
L Professor of Law, Brigham Young 
University Law School. B.A. 1977, 
Brigham YoungUniversity, J.D. 19809, 
Boalt Hall School of Law, University 
of California, Berkeley. Just for the 
record (in case I am ever nominated 
for a judicial appointment), I don't 
believe a word of this Essay. And if 
1 do, I'm only being tentative. And if 
I'm not, I promise to let my colleagues 
dissuade me from my position shortly 
before the Senate confirmation hear­
ings begin. After all, I watched the 
Bork hearings, too. I extend apologies 
and thanks to Dave Barry, Eliot A. 
Butler, Linda Bytof, Johnny Carson, 
Steven Chidester, Jesse H. Choper, 
Michael Cohen, Paul Duke, Vaughn J. 
Featherstone, J, Clifton Fleming, Jr., 
Frederick Mark Gedicks, Bruce C. 
Hafen, Carl S. Hawkins, Gregory 
Husisian, Brian C. Johnson, Edward-
1. Kimball, Jay Leno, Hans A. Linde, 
Thurgood Marshall, H. Peter Mueller, 
Richard Pryor, DeWitt Scott, Marjorie 
Maguire Shultz, Steven D. Smith, 
John S. Tanner, Toby Alaska Threet, 
Mark Twain, Mark 0. Van Wagoner, 
Jan Vetter, J. Clifford Wallace, Henry 
Weihofen, D. Robert White, Kevin J. 
Worthen, Timothy R. Zinnecker and 
others. 
2. S. COLERIDGE, The Devil's 
Thoughts, in THE COMPLETE POET­
ICAL WORKS OF SMAUEL TAYLOR 
COLERIDGE 120 (1912). 
3. C. SANDBURG, The Lawyers Know 
Too Much, in THE COMPLETE 
POEMS OF CARL SANDBURG 189 
(1950). 
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And Thus It Begins . . . 
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1." 
by Angeline Chen 
Well, here we are, at the start 
of yet another year. The beginning 
of the end, for those of us fortunate 
enough to be third years (or not 
so fortunate, if one considers the 
job market). Second years, either 
victorious from the triumph of 
their initiation year, or still 
stinging from the shock, are 
bracing themselves for the 
stretch. For the first years, surely 
there are bright and good inten­
tions of doing well, making law 
review, winning Reimels, even of 
keeping up in class and never 
falling behind while still making 
it to Marita's on Wednesday 
nights. To all, a warm "welcome 
back" to our beloved halls of 
Garey High. 
You'll notice a few changes in 
our small corner of the world. 
Perhaps most noticeable is the 
shrinking amount of greenery — 
somewhere along the summer we 
seem to have lost a major portion 
of field that used to stretch 
languorously out from the lounge 
towards the SEPTA station. As I 
write this, it is mid-August, and 
the official line given to me was 
that all of those nifty construction 
vehicles and mounds of dirt (and 
that sexy chain-link fence) will all 
go "poof" and disappear by the 
time clases start on August 24. 
Somehow, and sue me for being 
cynical, I don't think it's going to 
happen. Which leads me to spec­
ulate as to what creative methods 
we students will have to come up 
with to make up for the lost 
amount of parking area. It's not 
as if we had an abundance of 
asphalt to begin with, after all. 
Ah, the good old days, when 
students (desperate to get to class 
and wondering what, exactly, 
they spent $50 on a parking tag 
for when there were no spaces 
post — 11:00 a.m.) would park on 
the grass and flex their legal 
muscle by contesting the ensuing 
parking tickets. This won't be a 
problem anymore, since there's no 
grass to park on. The braver ones 
parked on Spring Mill Road — but 
A Brief Word 
of Welcome 
by Scott Donnini 
Hello, Class of 1995. On behalf 
of all those who have come before 
you, I would like to welcome you 
and wish you luck. That having 
been said, I suppose I ought to 
warn you that I am about to give 
you more of that half-baked, 
unsolicited advice about surviving 
law school that veteran law stu­
dents and lawyers have been 
giving you all summer. The only 
difference is, I'm going to give a 
little half-baked advice on surviv­
ing THIS law school. Not on how 
to be successful in law school 
because that is different for eve­
ryone depending on your ability, 
motivation, and your personal 
definition of success. However, 
after two years of this, I still 
haven't become a complete drool­
ing idiot so I feel as though I am 
as qualified as anyone to drop a 
couple of hints as to how it's done. 
First, and probably most impor­
tantly, don't take yourself, or 
anyone else, too seriously. The 
Oxford astrophysics major sitting 
next to you in Contracts and even 
the imposing professor lecturing 
you are as full of it as anybody, 
whether they believe it or not. A 
lot of times they don't believe it 
so it is even more important that 
you do. As for yourself, you're 
here, you should be very proud. 
However, you are as full of it as 
the Oxford astrophysicist. Try to 
avoid talking in Latin phrases or 
using words like "assumpsit" in 
conversation. It's offensive. Also, 
don't waste your time trying to 
determine v/ho's going to make 
law review by the length, frequen­
cy and apparent profundity of the 
questions they ask in class. It is 
a poor indication of anything 
except that that person has a 
"Gilbert's" in their lap. That also 
is offensive. However, good intel­
ligent questions are vitally impor­
tant and should always be asked. 
The difference will be readily 
apparent. 
That brings me to my next 
point. Don't take anything anyb­
ody says, be they students or 
professors, as gospel. This is the 
law, not algebra. Question ever­
ything. Think for yourself. It 
makes this whole process a lot 
more interesting when you're not 
just a refuse bin five professors 
get to throw garbage into. Take 
the hawk-eyed will witness that 
there are suspicious looking yel­
low sawhorses blocking those 
prime spaces now. Will the sacred 
faculty spaces be threatened? Will 
we import flatbed trucks to pro­
vide portable parking? Perhaps a 
valet service is in the works? (A 
bunch of us do still need work-
study, after all.) 
Those returning will wonder as 
well about our infamous heating/ 
cooling system. You remember, 
don't you? You wondered why the 
application to get into Villanova 
Law School was $75? Rumor said 
it went to pay for the air condi­
tioner, which must be possessed. 
It's the only explanation we could 
come up with for the wild fluc­
tuation of the in-school tempera­
ture, both from day-to-day and 
from locale-to-locale. The only 
consistency was that the lower 
stacks of the library would be 
closest to "sauna," despite the old 
wives' tale that heat rises. A good 
safeguard is the weatherman's 
advice: layer. And keep an extra 
sweater and pair of mukiuks in 
the locker. 
The returning students will 
sympathize with the first years — 
who have yet to experience The 
Mashing Experience. Reminiscent 
of old college days when 15 stu­
dents tried to fit into a Volkswa­
gen Bug (yeah, they still did it 
when I was undergrad, though 
I've heard they've since switched 
to Honda Civics), the hallways in 
front of Rooms 29 and 30 must 
be experienced first-hand to be 
believed. Those carrying sharp 
instruments are not appreciated. 
Oh, and on a personal level, how 
about keeping a thoughtful eye 
out for us shorter-type people? 
Some of those bookbags can be 
lethal and remember that it's only 
fun until someone loses an eye. 
Worst of all, the sword of 
Damocles is swinging overhead 
for all of us in the shape of The 
Job Market. Yes, that nightmare 
form of Responsibility has 
unsheathed its claws with just 
about the worst period ever for the 
employment hopes of many a 
bright-eyed and bushy-tailed law 
school graduate wannabe. Just 
what we needed to hear after 
incurring how many thousands in 
school loans? And spending three 
years snuffling in the Pulling 
library stacks and giving up on 
our social lives and becoming but 
distant memories to our families 
and friends? The distinct smell of 
panic is in the air. 
But so it goes. We will persevere 
and make it despite the odds. Our 
generation will have to work a 
little more, try a little harder, and 
reach a little further. Some of us 
want to make a difference. Some 
of us just want to make a buck. 
Some of us want to get the hell 
out of here ASAP. Regardless of 
where you fall in the ranks, 
remember that we're all in this 
together. It's a long haul, three 
years, and if everyone gives a 
helping hand we're gonna be just 
fine and, who knows, we might 
just have fun doing it, too. 
Welcome back. 
in the garbage but recycle it and 
make it into something useful. 
Otherwise all that's going to come 
back out is garbage. And someone 
else's garbage at that. How 
disgusting. 
Study hard and read for class. 
That's pretty self evident. But life 
does not end where law school 
begins. You must play. Learn that 
now. Life as a law school cloister 
will drive you out of your skull. 
I tried that approach. It stinks. A 
lawyer is a social animal. You are 
studying to be a lawyer so learn 
all the skills. You also have got 
to blow off steam and there is a 
lot of steam to blow off. So if you 
don't want your head to explode, 
make sure to relax. Go to the TG's 
(as in T.G.I.F.), the end-of-the-
week parties held in the cafe or 
the courtyard, and maybe have a 
little drink if its your thing. 
Speaking of drinking, Marita's 
Cantina (up Lancaster Avenue, a 
little ways in Bryn Mawr — just 
follow the crowd) on Wednesday 
nights is not a bad idea. It's "law 
school night," the beer is cheap 
and it breaks up a tough week. 
However, if you have an early 
Property class the next day, it 
could make for an ugly morning. 
Still, it is a small price to pay. 
Property is ugly no matter what 
you do the night before. Study 
early, party later on. It works, 
trust me. 
Get involved, do something. It 
makes coming to Garey Hall a 
little less miserable every day if 
you can associate it with some­
thing other than being called on 
in Professor Palm's class. There 
are countless law societies to get 
involved in. There are intramural 
sports like softball, basketball and 
volleyball. Maybe join the Rugby 
team. Maybe not. Write for "The 
Docket." Be a Court Jester. Volun­
teer to help those less fortunate, 
like the homeless or Penn law 
students. Whatever, just do some­
thing. It helps flesh out that 
slender first year resume, too. 
Which reminds me, don't imme­
diately get hyper about finding a 
job for next summer. We soon-to-
be-graduating third years can't 
find any so why should you be any 
different? Besides, something will 
come along. It always does. 
As you walk in the door, you 
may find that this place looks like 
the Our Lady of Perpetual 
Anguish High School that you 
thought you left behind forever so 
many years ago. Lockers along the 
walls. Downcast looks of terror in 
the eyes of the incoming students. 
The veterans swaggering around 
selling them tickets to the swim­
ming pool on the fourth floor and 
stealing their lunch money. All 
your classes contained in one 
building the changing of which 
are signaled by the ringing of a 
bell. The hallway cattle drive 
outside rooms 29 and 30. Principal 
Frankino grinning benevolently 
at all the new tuitions walking 
around. Yes, welcome to Garey 
Hall. And if you thought high 
school was bad, just wait. Picture, 
if you will, a small, self-contained 
group of people. They are con­
stantly together because normal 
people can't stand to be around 
them. They are bored out of their 
minds from constant studying 
and cling desperately to each 
other for survival. And have 
nothing at all to talk about but 
law and each other. And they are 
sick of talking about law. This is 
us, class of 1995. Now, it's you. 
Be very afraid. And be prepared. 
Be kind to the Cafe folks and 
the maintenance people. They run 
this joint. C J. can get you into any 
locked door you want. And 
Michael will slide you a few extra 
chips and maybe an extra pickle 
spear if you look like you've had 
a particularly rough day. Also 
don't forget to check out "the Far 
Side" posted every morning on the 
side of Marge's cash register. It 
gets funnier as the semester goes 
on. Then again, everything gets 
funnier. 
Now some scattered words of 
advice that don't need, or just 
defy, explanation. Legal writing 
class is interesting, but don't get 
too hung up about it, especially 
the first year memo — to be 
honest, it ain't that big a deal. 
Legal research class is not the 
least bit interesting, just try to 
show up once in a while. Hate the 
"Uniform System of Citation" or 
"Blue Book" with every fiber of 
your being. Start no'w, avoid the 
rush. Don't bother asking what 
that erector set in the courtyard 
is supposed to be, nobody knows. 
Don't ask where that cool field 
with the big pine trees you saw 
behind the school on your tour last 
spring went. The Environmental 
Law Society and Environmental 
Law Journal staff probably won't 
either if they want to keep their 
office. 
Beware of the registrar. Don't 
let Professor Palm see you sweat. 
The people in the other section are 
relatively normal, but you won't 
find out until next year. And yes, 
their classes are easier. Case 
briefing is a dying art except in 
classes with a hit list. Don't argue 
with Frank Nofer. He's right. 
Only eat and drink in the library 
when absolutely necessary and if 
you've brought enough for eve­
ryone. Fear the library staff. 
Unless you need to find some­
thing, then worship them. If you 
need a quick jolt any time during 
the day, I recommend the vending 
machine coffee. It's amazing. But 
visit it early and often before the 
DEA finds out about it. And they 
will. Always say "hi" to Professor 
Dowd. He knows who you are, he 
really does. Don't wear your "I 
believe Clarence" T-shirt into the 
Women's Law Caucus/Black 
American Law Students Society 
office. 
Above all else, keep a sense of 
humor about it all. What you're 
about to go through is a big 
initiation process, a kind of sopho-
moric hazing. It's all staged and 
done deliberately. The professors 
know it, we know it and now you 
know it, too. There is nothing you 
will go through here that we 
didn't go through, that the class 
before us (now blissfully graduat­
ed) didn't go through, that even 
Professor Palm didn't go through. 
This is really a pretty darn good 
three years. Enjoy it and if you 
see me around, buy me a drink. 
I'll probably need one. You've still 
got two years before you have to 
face what really matters; taking 
the bar and finding a job that will 
pay you enough to cover your 
monumental loan debt. 
Mugusi, mcuouKti • rage 3 
Open Letter 
to First Year 
Students 
As the Director of Career Ser­
vices, I am writing to welcome you 
to the Law School and to tell you 
briefly what you can expect of the 
legal job search in the years ahead. 
You have no doubt read or heard 
that the present legal job market 
is very competitive. This is true, 
but it is also true that over 90% 
of our graduating students in the 
recessionary years of 1989, 1990 
and 1991 reported employment 
within 9 months of graduation. As 
in past years, roughly 60% of this 
year's graduating class secured 
full-time employment before 
graduation. These statistics are 
reassuring but you should know 
that law students and graduates, 
here and elsewhere, must work 
very hard to secure employment. 
While there are several ways to 
make yourself attractive to legal 
employers the absolute best way 
is to do well in law school. This 
means striving for a competitive 
class standing and pursuing law 
school honors (i.e. Law Review, 
Environmental Law Journal or 
Moot Court). With few exceptions 
and varying degrees of emphasis, 
this is the #1 hiring criteria used 
by most legal employers and, 
because of the peculiarities of the 
legal interviewing process, your 
first year will count the most. 
So, in your first year, the best 
way to position yourself for future 
employment is to devote all of 
your attention and energy to 
school not job seeking. If you are 
skeptical about this service, ask 
any second or third year student 
who has been through the inter­
viewing process. 
In recognition of the importance 
of academic concerns in the first 
year of law school, the National 
Association for Law Placement 
has promulgated "Principals and 
Standards for Law Placement and 
Recruiting Activities" that pre­
clude employers and first year 
students from initiating the inter­
viewing process until after 
December 1. (Copies of this are 
available in our office). 
In November our office will 
sponsor an orientation meeting 
for your class and give you infor­
mation about the following servi­
ces and programs available 
through our office: 
* Resume and cover letter 
assistance 
* Interview workshops 
* Mail-merge lists 
* Computer assisted employer 
research 
* Work-study opportunities 
* The Alumni/ae Counseling 
Program 
* Job postings 
* The Public Interest Job Fair 
If you plan on seeking a law 
related job next summer, 
November and December are the 
months you will begin preparing 
for that search. We very much 
look forward to meeting and 
working with you later this fall 
but, in the meanwhile, aspirations 
regarding future employment can 
best be served by concentrating on 
school. 
Elaine C. Fitzpatrick 
Director of Career Services 
Career Services 
Update 
Career Services Updates: 
The Career Services Center 
(CSC) will be hosting an orienta­
tion meeting for all 2L and 3L 
students regarding the fall inter­
view programs. The date and time 
will be announced on the CSC 
Bulletin Board. 
A handout containing standard 
interview questions is available in 
the Career Services Center. It is 
strongly recommended that stu­
dents form "interview groups" 
and prepare for interviewing by 
role playing with each other using 
these questions. Another good 
way to prepare for interviews is 
to research employers by looking 
for articles about them in the 
newspapers, magazines and jour­
nals indexed on Lexis/Nexis. The 
Career Services Center will also 
be sponsoring several evening 
interview workshops. These will 
be announced on the CSC Bulletin 
Board. 
If you have not already done so, 
please complete and return the 
1992 Summer Job Survey and 
submit 5 copies of your resume 
to be kept on file in the CSC. 
(Extra copies are necessary in the 
event you are selected as a last 
minute alternate.) 
As soon as classes begin start 
checking the CSC Bulletin Board 
daily to see if you've been selected 
to interview. IF YOU ARE 
SELECTED TOINTERVIEW 
YOU MUST SIGN-UP IN THE 
CSC WITHIN 48 HOURS OF 
THE POSTING OF THE 
NOTICE. Establish a "buddy 
system" for days you will not be 
in the building and arrange to 
have a friend notify you if you are 
selected to interview. 
Plan on allowing a minimum 
of 1-1/2 hours between each on-
campus interview you receive. 
Employers frequently get behind 
in their schedules and you will 
have trouble juggling interviews 
if you attempt to schedule them 
back-to-back. 
If selected for an interview, plan 
on bringing the following to the 
interview: a copy of your resume, 
a copy of your transcript, a writing 
sample and a list of 3 references. 
(Include reference name, title and 
address. Two former employers 
and a law school professor are 
recommended.) 
Any 3L student who accepts an 
offer and who has also submitted 
resumes for the fall program must 
notify the CSC immediately. 
If you have been selected and 
have signed-up to interview you 
are REQUIRED to keep the 
appointment unless you notify a 
CSC staff member 48 hours before 
the interview. 
Welcome 
to 
The Docket 
The Docket is the official 
newspaper for Villanova Law 
School, published monthly and 
freely distributed. The Docket is 
here to promote the goals of: (1) 
disseminating information; (2) 
promoting the free, uninhibited 
and robust interchange of ideas — 
be they controversial, provincial, 
or otherwise; (3) allowing interac­
tion between the administration 
and the student body; and (4) 
providing an open forum for the 
entire law school community. 
Submissions, suggestions, com­
ments and letters are welcome 
and encouraged. Every school 
paper is a reflection of the com­
munity it is established for — and 
so our success in fulfilling our 
goals and responsibilities will 
depend in large part upon the 
continued support of the entire 
law school community. 
Please feel free to stop any of 
the editors or staff in the hallways, 
or stop by our office (down the 
hallway from the cafeteria). 
Top 10 Reasons 
Why People Chose VULS 
10. Figured a school that charged 
$75 for just applying had to 
be good. 
9. Only way you get to play with 
the microphones in Rooms 29 
and 30. 
8. The multi-million dollar heat­
ing/air conditioning system. 
7. Ample parking spaces. 
6. Largest set of Tinkertoys in 
the world posing as the school 
courtyard. 
5. Well-planned architectural 
desi^ allowing for free tran­
sit in hallways between 
classes. 
4. Renowned diversity of the 
student body. 
3. Cheap tuition. 
2. Stunning dedication to public 
interest concerns and liberat­
ing the oppressed. 
1. Didn't care for Harvard's 
campus. 
Important 
Phone Numbers 
Ext. 
Abraham, Dean 7005 
Admissions 7016 
Career Services 7030 
Docket 7045 
Env. Law J. 7046 
Financial Aid 7015 
Honor Board 7055 
Law Review 7050 
Library 7020 
Moot Court 7055 
Registrar 7002 
Student Bar Assoc. 7057 
Student Services 7037 
Women's Law Caucus 7041 
Father Donellon, university president, presents honorary degrees to Chief Justice Warren and Senator 
Kennedy, April 27, 1957, as part of the celebration for the dedication of Garey Hall (the new buildina 
for the Villanova School of Law. 
VULS Trivia 
Did You Know... 
Villanova was founded in 1952. The first class entered 
in 1953 and graduated in 1956. 
There are 38 full-time faculty members at Villanova, plus 
Dean Emeritus Reuschlein. 
Professor Donald W. Dowd has taught the longest at 
VULS. 
There are two journals at VULS: the Villanova Law 
Review and The Villanova Environmental Law 
Journal. 
The following faculty are VULS alumni: Brogan, 
Buckingham, Cannon, Congdon, Garbarino, Maule, 
Rogers and Taggart. 
14% of VULS' student body are minorities. 
50% of VULS' student body are women. 
10.5% of VULS' faculty are minorities. 
21% of VULS' faculty are women. 
Villanova has an affirmative action program. 
86 credits are required for graduation. 
Villanova University (undergraduate) has the most 
alumni at VULS. 
The student-faculty ratio is 18:1. 
The average number of students per class is 230. 
Get Involved 
Join the Docket! 
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First Year Primer 
So you want to be a lawyer? 
You've made it this far, and now 
the fun begins. Before you go 
diving into the law, you've got to 
learn to swim. Unless you've had 
some previous exposure to law 
you might find that it's best to 
begin with the doggy paddle. 
You'll probably discover that 
studying law is unlike any other 
work or study experience you may 
hae had. Lest you become intim­
idated, remember that the study 
of law is only different than other 
studies. It's not necessarily more 
difficult, and it's certainly not 
impossible. It's just an adjust­
ment. And, to hopefully facilitate 
that adjustment, here are a few 
tips that some of your upper class 
colleagues found helpful. Once 
you have the basics down, the rest 
comes easy. 
The Classes 
In a word, the classes here at 
law school are different. In college, 
we could siit back and absorb (or 
not absorb, as we saw fit) the 
information that was flung at us. 
It was a pretty one-sided discus­
sion. Here, the professors use 
that's called the Socratic Method. 
Technically, it's an interaction 
between professor and student. 
Realistically, for some the Socratic 
Method is the crudest invention 
since the downfall of the guillo­
tine. Being singled out of a crowd 
is bad enough, but the typical first 
yer fear is that you're going to say 
something wrong or stupid. Don't 
worry. Your classmates know (or 
will soon know) what it's like to 
be put on the spot — remember 
that you're all in the same boat. 
While many professors choose 
their "victims" at random from 
seating charts or roster lists, some 
have patterns. You may have a 
professor that assigns an "expert" 
for the next class. S^ome professors 
follow alphabetical order. Still 
others have an unannounced but 
perceptible pattern that you may 
be able to figure out within a few 
weeks. Whatever the method the 
professor uses, be prepared for 
class (more on how to do this 
later). If you're not prepared, don't 
try to explain why. Just say that 
you're not prepared. But — don't 
be unprepared. Not only can it 
cause a lot of embarrassment in 
class, but if you get behind in your 
assignments, it's extremely diffi­
cult to catch up. This is in part 
due to the amount of material you 
arelearning. It's also because 
eachnew topic is built upon the 
topics you've previously learned. 
There's no such thing as cram­
ming for an exam and ace-ing it. 
Again, it's not like college. We're 
not learning facts. We're learning 
to dissect, analyze, and conclude. 
You shouldn't have a problem 
with the Socratic Method if you 
keep in mind that our professors 
(with very few exceptions) are 
also human beings. While each 
has his or her own style, a well-
prepared and willing student 
generally cannot be embarrassed 
or harassed. 
A word of warning. Often you'll 
prepare for class and feel altogeth­
er comfortable with the material. 
But then, in class, you suddenly 
have the oddest sensation that the 
professor is talking about a case 
that you've never heard of. Again, 
relax. This is perfectly norman. 
It's even to be expected. If you feel 
lost, one suggestion is to stop 
trying so hard. Put down your pen 
and listen — if you miss some­
thing you can always get the notes 
from a friend. Very often you'll 
walk into class believing that you 
understand a particular concept, 
walk out thinking that you've lost 
your marbles, only to discover 
during the next class that the 
professor has tied it all up into 
a neat little bundle of 
understanding. 
There are several theories on 
why this occurs: the newness of 
the material, nerves, inadequate 
or inappropriate studying. Wha­
tever the reason, remember that 
in law school we begin to think 
differently. Unlearning our prior 
thought processes and learning 
new ones is something that we 
haven't done since we learned to 
speak. With a little work and some 
faith in yourself, you will 
understand. 
The Books 
By now you probably know at 
least two things about your books: 
they're extraordinarily expensive 
and they weigh more than a 
Volkswagen. Since you had home­
work assignments for your first 
day of classes, you've found 
(assuming that you did your 
assignment) that the books aren't 
standard texts. They are, rather, 
compilations of edited appellate 
court case opinions (hence the 
term "casebook"). We study appel­
late opinions for several reasons, 
including the fact that most trial 
court opinions aren't published. 
The opinions are edited to include 
only that part of the opinion that 
deals specifically with the topic 
that you're studying. Unrelated 
discussion on other issues that 
may have also been before the 
court have been edited out to avoid 
confusion. 
The casebooks may contain 
some text, which is especially 
helpful as an introduction to new 
topics. There are also notes fol­
lowing the main cases. Read them. 
They expand on the issues treated 
in the main cases, and it's not 
unusual for some professors to 
call on students to discuss note 
cases, or even to put a hypothetical 
situation that appeared in the 
notes on an exam. 
The Courts 
Sometimes it can be confusing 
when you try to figure out the 
judicial system after not ever 
having to deal with it before. 
There are two judicial systems in 
our country. They are parallel 
systems — that means that 
neither system is superior to the 
other. The state system is first 
comprised of trial-level courts. 
The state appellate courts review 
the trial courts' decisions and may 
affirm, reverse, or modify the 
lower courts decision. The state 
supreme courts review the appel­
late courts' review of the trial 
courts' decision. Simple, right? 
The federal system is similar: 
trial courts (called District 
'Courts), appellate courts (called 
Circuit Courts), and the Supreme 
Court. While anyone can bring 
suit in the proper state court, 
there are limitations on the type 
of case that may be brought in 
federal court. You'll learn about 
these limitations in Civil 
Procedure. 
Studying THE LAW 
You'll probably hear your pro­
fessors' frustrated pleas to your 
class to stop trying to learn THE 
LAW. THE LAW is a layperson's 
concept of the absolute right-or-
wrong, yes-or-no, black-and-white 
solution to a problem. THE LAW 
may not exist. The real legal 
solution to any problem depends 
on many factors. The solution 
may change when a problem 
varies even so slightly. Lawyers 
don't learn THE LAW. Lawyers 
learn to analyze fact situations 
and apply the existing, if some­
what conflicting, case law to come 
to a conclusion that benefits the 
client. That's it. There are very 
few "bright line rules" or "black 
letter law" as THE LAW is often 
called. 
Most students rely on outlining 
as an aid to their studies. Gener­
ally, outlining may start two to 
three weeks after school starts, 
and consists of a compilation of 
the information covered during 
past classes. Towards finals, 
outlining becomes more feverish. 
Outlining is extremely helpful 
because it will give you a concise, 
slimmed-down version of the 
entire class structure, and pro­
vides you with a tremendous tool 
to study for final exams. 
The Students 
Create a network of friends. 
Other law students will be your 
most effective resource. You're 
going to be stuck with the same 
group of people for the next three 
years, and you will have a much 
more pleasant and enjoyable time 
in the halls of VULS if you are 
kind to your fellow man. One of 
VULS' strong points is that it is 
not as cut-throat as some other 
schools. Helping another student 
out is likely to pay back tenfold. 
Backstabbing, however, is likely 
to backfire. 
When studying during the 
school year and before finals, find 
out if you study more effectively 
with a study group or alone. A 
study group is often helpful 
because it will provide different 
persjjectives into a problem or 
subject which may not have 
occurred to you. Talking out a 
hypothetical is one of the best 
ways to organize an answer. Make 
copies of old exams (copies of 
previous exams for most courses 
are on reserve in the library) and 
use them for practice. Supplement 
yur studying with Nutshells and 
hornbooks (also on reserve in the 
library). Commercial outlines are 
also available, but should be used 
' with care. Many professors are 
explicitly hostile towards the use 
of commercial outlines. They 
should not be used as a substitute 
for any class. 
Attitude 
Finally, do yur best to keep an 
optimistic and upbeat attitude 
about law school. Three years can 
seem like a very long time, espe­
cially when you're just starting 
out. You will get out of law school 
what you put into it. If you buy 
into the rumors that law school 
is "miserable" and horrendous, it 
will turn out that way for you. 
The truth is, law school can be 
an enjoyable and fulfilling expe­
rience for everyone. Remember 
that you've chosen to be here. 
You may as well have a good time. 
Sure, you'll have to study a lot 
and there will be many an all-
nighter spent at the desk or at the 
computer, but you will leave with 
a solid education in the law and, 
hopefully, happy memories and 
good friendships as well. Good 
luck! 
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DINING 
D O C K E T  P I C K S  
CITY LINE AREA 
Adam's Mark Hotel, City Line 
Avenue & Monument Road (581-
5000) 
The Marker: ($$$-Formal) Fea­
tures American and European 
cuisine, including presentations 
of house specialties. Extensive 
wine selection and pastry cart. 
(L: 11:30-2 Mon.-Fri.; D: 5:30-10 
Sun.-Thurs., 6-11 Fri.-Sat.; SB: 
10-2:30). 
Appleby's: ($$) Informal dining 
with extensive menu, wines by 
the glass, salad bar, excellent 
desserts. (B/L/D: 6:30 a.m.-ll 
p.m. daily). 
BANGKOK CUISINE: ($$) 
7552-54 Haverford Avenue (877-
1664) 
Elegant candlelit atmosphere. 
Features Thai cuisine and spices 
altered to taste. (L: 11:30-3 
T ues.-Sat.) D: 3-10 T ues.-Thurs., 
till 11 Fri.-Sat., till 9 Sun.-Mon.) 
Gulph Mill Inn: ($$$-Formal) 14 
Balligomingo Road (941-9200) 
Continental crab cakes, seafood, 
prime steaks. On Gulph Creek 
with a waterfall, waterwheel 
and view of a covered bridge. (L: 
11:30-2:30 Mon.-Fri.; D: 6-10 
Mon.-Sat. Closed Sun.) 
San Marco: ($$$) 27 City Line 
Avenue, Bala Cynwyd (664-7844) 
Grilled mozzarella with shiitake 
mushrooms, unique pasta 
recipes and daily selection of 
fresh fish. Turn-of-the-century 
mansion also has private rooms. 
The Cafe is a casual alternative 
to the regular menu, serving 2:30 
p.m.-10 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Takeout 
available. (L: 11:45-2:30 Mon.-
Fri.; D 5:30-10:30 Mon.-Sat.) 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
AREA 
(Main Line & Beyond) 
A1E. Gator's: ($$) 625 Lancaster 
Avenue, Haverford (525-5577) 
Professional magician and bal­
loon artist three nights a week. 
Call for hours, banquet and 
party information. 
AJlegresse: ($$$) 281 Montgo­
mery Avenue, Bala Cynwyd (667-
1245) 
Intimate dining and cocktail bar. 
French menu offers specialties 
such as rack of lamb aux herbes, 
veal Marsala and steak au pol-
vre. (D: from 5:30 p.m. daily.) 
Auberge: ($$$) 503 W. Lancaster 
Avenue (Spread Eagle Village), 
Wayne (687-2840) 
Features classic American cui­
sine, with a Continental flair. 
Diners are offered their choice 
of atmosphere: the elegant main 
dining room or the "bar" area. 
Fireplaces warm both rooms, 
and outdoor dining available 
weather permitting. Entertain­
ment offered Tues. through Sat. 
eves, in the bar. (L: 11:30-2:30 
Mon.-Fri.; D: 5-10 Mon.-Sun. 
(25% discount 5-6 p.m.); SB: 
11:30-2:30). 
Bravo Bistro and Bar: ($$$) 175 
King of Prussia Road, Radnor 
(293-9521) 
Casual European-style cafe serv­
ing international cuisine. (L: 
11:30-2:30 Tues.-Fri.); D: 5:30-10 
Tues.-Thurs., till 10:30 Fri.-
Sat.). 
Central Bar & Grille: ($$$) 39 
Morris Avenue. (CEN-TRAL) 
Casual, stylish meeting in the 
former Bryn Mawr train station. 
Lively bar, superb grill and 
Sunday brunch. Fresh American 
cuisine along with Italian and 
Thai dishes. Selection of moder­
ately priced wines and fresh-
baked desserts. (L: 11:30-6:30 
Mon.-Sat.: D; 4:30-11 Mon.-Sat., 
5-10 Sun.; SB: 10:30-3). 
Chattanooga's Restaurant: 
($$) 523 W. Lancaster Avenue, 
Wayne (687-5421) 
American cuisine, specializing 
in hand-carved hot sandwiches 
from the bar, seafood gumbo, 
and gourmet pizzas. (L,D: 11:30 
a.m.-10:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri., from 
10:30 Sat.). 
Evviva: ($$$$) 1236 Montgomery 
Avenue, Narberth (667-1900) 
Gracious atmosphere and ele­
gant service in a Main Line 
mansion. (L: noon-2:30 Wed.-
Fri.; D: 6-10 Fri.-Sat.).. 
Horace P. Jerky's; ($$$) 900 
Conestoga Road, Rosemont (527-
4826) 
Offers American cuisine at very 
affordable prices. (L: 11:30-2:30 
Mon.-Sat.; D: 5-10 Mon.-Thurs., 
till 11 Fri.-Sat., 4-9 Sun.) 
General Wayne Inn: ($$$$-
Formal) 625 Montgomery Avenue, 
Merion (664-5125) 
Established in 1704, it's one of 
the oldest restaurants in Amer­
ica. Nightly dance orchestra 
complements the food. (L: 11:30-
2:30 Tues.-Sat.; D: 4:30-10 Tues.-
Sat., 4-9 Sun.; SB: 11:30-2:30. 
El Giardino Ristorante: ($$$) 
202 E. Lancaster Avenue, Ard-
more (896-0705) 
Friendly Italian restaurant feat­
uring fresh pasta, milk-fed veal 
and seafood. (L: 11:30-2:30 Wed.-
Fri.; D: 5-10 Mon.-Thurs., till 11 
Fri.-Sat., 4-10 Sun.) 
The Greenhouse: ($$$) 333 
Belrose Lane, Radnor (687-2801) 
This historic building dates back 
to 1769. Serving regional Amer­
ican food with home-grown 
herbs and fresh ingredients. (L: 
11:30-2:30 Mon.-Fri.; D: 5:30-9:30 
Mon.-Thurs., till 10 Fri.-Sat., 5-
8 Sun.; SB: 11:30-3; closed Sun. 
in July and August.) 
Gullifty's: ($$) 1149 Lancaster 
Avenue, Rosemont (525-1851) 
Fresh homemade pastas, salads, 
fajitas, grilled chicken and 
award-winning desserts. Nightly 
entertainment Wed., Thurs. and 
Sat. (L,D: 11 a.m.-midnight 
Mon.-Thurs., till 1 a.m. Fri.-Sat., 
from 10 a.m. Sun., a la carte.) 
HANA Japanese Restaurant: 
($$$) Strafford Shopping Center, 
387 W. Lancaster Avenue, Wayne 
(687-3320) 
Choose from an array of tradi­
tional appetizers and entrees or 
an offering from the sushi bar. 
(L: 11:45-2 Tues.-Fri.; D: 5:30-9 
Tues.-Thurs., till 9:30 Fri.-Sat., 
5-8:30 Sun.) 
La Fourchette: ($$$$) 110 N. 
Wayne Avenue, Wayne (687-8333) 
Featuring French cuisine and 
"Dining with Heart" items. 
Seasonal menu items include 
rack of lamb, venison, quail, 
pheasant, after-dinner cheese 
course and French pastries. 
Elegant Sun. brunch 11-2. (D: 
from 6 p.m. nightly.) 
Marbles; ($$) 818 Lancaster 
Avenue, Bryn Mawr (520-9100) 
Fun, casual atmosphere in the 
heart of Bryn Mawr, featuring 
American cuisine with a Califor­
nia influence. (L,D: 11:30-10:30 
Mon.-Thurs., 11:30-11:30 Fri.-
Sat., till 9:30 Sun.) 
Passerelle: ($$$$) 175 King of 
Prussia Road, Radnor (293-9411) 
Beside the Radnor Racquet Club. 
Rated among the top five area • 
restaurants in the latest Zagat 
Survey, Passerelle ("footbridge") 
offers French-inspired cuisine in 
an airy, elegant country setting 
overlooking lovely woods and 
stream. Extensive wine selection 
available by the glass. Closed 
Sun. and Mon. (L: 11:30-2:30 
Tues.-Fri.; D: 6-10 Tues.-Fri., 
5:30-10:30 Sat.) 
Quissett Restaurant: ($$) 379 
Lancaster Avenue, Haverford 
(896-0400) 
Varied and interesting menu 
with a Thai flavor in a casual 
and unique loft-like setting. 
International wine and beer list. 
Innovative low-cholesterol 
dishes available. Takeout. (L: 
11:30-2:30 Mon.-Fri., till 3 Sat.; 
D: 6-10 Mon.-Thurs., till 11 Fri.-
Sat., 5:30-9:30 Sun.; SB: 11:30-
3). 
Rendezvous Restaurant: ($$$) 
Spread Eagle Village, 503 W. 
Lancaster Avenue, Wayne (971-
0851) 
Featuring internatal cuisine, 
and specializing in Middle East­
ern dishes, veal, fish, shish 
kebab and 16 pasta dishes. (B: 
9-2:30 Sun.; L 11-2:30 Mon.-Sat.; 
D: 5:30-8:30 Sun.-Mon.; till 9:30 
Tues.-Thurs., 5-10:30 Fri.-Sat.) 
Silk of Siam: ($$$) 614 Lancaster 
Avenue, Bryn Mawr (527-0590) 
Traditional Thai cuisine, featur­
ing stir-fried shellfish with 
sweet basil and chili-garlic sauce 
and house special duck with hot 
pepper and garlic sauce. All 
dishes can be spiced to individual 
taste. (L: 12-3 Tues.-Sun.; D: 5-
10 Sun.-Thurs., till 11 Fri:-Sat.) 
Spring Mill Cafe: ($$$) 164 
Barren Hill Road, Conshohocken 
(828-2550) 
Provincial French cuisine, rabbit 
stew, lamb chops with rosemary, 
salmon in puff pastry, and North 
African flavors of bastila and 
cous-cous. Romantic dining with 
soft lighting. Outdoor dining on 
the terrace. New international 
bistro menu with moderately 
priced entrees. (B: 9-11 Wed.-
Sat.; L: 11-4 Wed.-Sat.; D: 4-10 
Wed.-Sat., 4-9 Sun.; SB: 9-4 Sat.-
Sun.; Closed Mon. and Tues.) No 
credit cards. 
Strafford Inn: ($$$$) 115 Straf­
ford Avenue, Wayne (964-1116) 
Featuring American and Contin­
ental gourmet dishes. (L: noon-
2:30 Mon.-Fri.; D: 5:30-10 Mon.-
Sat.; closed Sun.) 
Szechuan Royal-Penn Valley: 
($$) 950 Montgomery Avenue, 
Narberth (664-1514), 1000 Valley 
Forge Circle, King of Prussia (783-
0234) 
Fine food in a beautiful setting. 
Open daily. (L: 11:30-3; D: 3-10, 
weekends till 11). Cocktail 
lounge noon-2 a.m. daily. 
Tacquet: ($$$$) In the Wayne 
Hotel, 139 E. Lancaster Avenue, 
Wayne (687-5005) 
Regional American cuisine 
including grilled salmon with 
citrus, Cornish hen fricasses, 
and fillet of beef with grilled 
oysters, served in a comfortable 
and elegant Victorian dining 
room. Delicious low-cholesterol 
dishes available. Bar with separ­
ate menu, serving on the porch 
weather permitting. Open daily. 
(L: 11:30-2:30 Mon.-Sat., 5-9 
Sun.; SB: 11-2) 
Toscana-Cucina Rustica: ($$$) 
24 N. Merion Avenue, Bryn Mawr 
(527-00) 
Fresh antipasti, meats, fish and 
poultry grilled in a simple, 
Italian style. (L: 11:30-2:30 Mon.-
Fri.; D: 5:30-10 Sun.-Thurs., till 
11 Fri.-Sat.) 
Yangming: ($$$) 1050 Conestoga 
Road at Haverford Road, Bryn 
Mawr (527-3200) 
Both classic and innovative 
Chinese and international cui­
sine. Piano bar. Takout. (L: 
11:30-3 Mon.-Sat.; D: 3-10 Mon.-
Thurs. till 11:30 Fri.-Sat., 2-10 
Sun.) 
Best Food 
Passerelle 
Tacquet 
Quissett 
Best Value 
Quissett 
Szechuan Royal 
Worst Value 
Yang ming 
Best Casual 
Appleby's 
Gullifty's 
Best Formal 
General Wayne Inn 
Best Bistro 
Bravo Bisto and Bar 
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ORGAMZATIONS AND EVENTSi 
Get Involved! 
The Docket 
With this publication The 
Docket entered upon its 28th 
year of publication. In the fall of 
1963, Francis Recchuiti, '64, with 
the "political backing" of his 
classmate, A1 Masse, '64, as Asso­
ciate Editor, and SBA President 
C. Dale McClain, approached 
Dean Reuschlein with a proposal 
to publish a School of Law news­
paper. After being assured that 
the student body would always 
number capable editors who had 
graduated as editors of college 
newspapers, the Dean blessed the 
venture and The Villanova 
Docket was launched and suc­
ceeded in publishing five interest­
ing issues during its first year. 
Inexplicably, with Volume 6, No. 
1, "The Villanova Docket 
became The Docket. From its 
inception. The Docket has been 
a monthly publication during the 
academic year. During the nine 
years in which Dean Reuschlein 
and The Docket interacted, the 
Dean contributed his column, "As 
I See It" to each and every issue. 
Dean O'Brien continued the prac­
tice, "The Dean's Column," until 
November 1976. Had The Docket 
become something less than a 
]'house organ?" "As I See It" and 
"The Dean's Column" were suc­
ceeded by the Editorial, student 
written, and often critical of the 
School and its administrators and 
faculty, though students and 
student organizations were not 
spared. From its inception. The 
Docket had been distributed to 
all alumni. Upon Dean Murray's 
arrival, distribution to the alumni 
was discontinued unless individ­
ual alumni expressed a desire to 
continue to receive The Docket. 
Not a few alumni had written to 
one or another of the deans 
expressing their views, usually 
critical, of the newspaper's editor­
ials and features. 
Arsenic & Old Lace 
"Arsenic & Old Lace" was featured in the fall of 1991. 
Next 
Submission 
Deadline: 
September 4 
Court Jesters present "The Miltado" with a full cast of law students and faculty. 
The Law Wives' Club 
Within a few days after the 
School of Law opened its doors, 
Mrs. Reuschlein, wife of the Dean, 
formed a club for the wives of law 
students. The avowed purpose 
was to provide an opportunity for 
the wives of law students, togeth­
er with faculty wives, to partic­
ipate in cultural and social gath­
erings during the school year. The 
club offered assistance to wives 
of new law students in locating 
family housing at a time when 
such service was not elsewhere 
provided. The club, each summer, 
compiled a list of available apart­
ments in the vicinity of the School 
of Law. The Law Wives often 
served as hostesses at student-
facutly teas and for years prepared 
and served luncheons for the 
semi-annual meetings of the Board 
of Consultors. The Club served a 
highly desirable purpose in bring­
ing the student's wife into the 
Law School community and creat­
ing the opportunity to gain insight 
and understanding important to 
professional life. 
The Club flourished, under­
standably, while the student 
population was predominantly 
male. It must be remembered that 
in the first entering class there 
were but three women. By 1972, 
the student population of the 
School of Law numbered 596, 
eight percent of whom (48) were 
women. By 1976, the student 
population reached a total of 618, 
and 219, or 35.5 percent, were 
women. With the changing pop­
ulation of the School of Law, 
interest in the Club waned and we 
hear no more of its activities after 
1976. 
The Women's Law Caucus 
A Villanova Women Law Stu­
dents Association was launched 
in 1972, "dedicated to the achieve­
ment of equal rights and equal 
employment opportunities for 
women in the Law School and the 
legal profession." It also under­
took to alert the community to the 
overt and subtle acts of discrim­
ination against women and con­
cerned itself with the legal status 
of women in society. Initially, 
membership was limited to wom­
en students, but by 1976, men 
students were welcomed. By 1978, 
the Women Law Students Asso­
ciation was renamed and current­
ly functions as the Women's Law 
Caucus. The Caucus has in recent 
years conducted a series of discus­
sions on the status and treatment 
of women in a variety of legal 
contexts. 
The International Law 
Society 
While instruction in Public 
International Law was offered at 
Villanova as early as 1956, with 
the appointment of Professor 
William B. Ball, and a blend of 
instruction in a common course 
was attempted as early as 1963, 
separate courses in International 
Law Transactions and Public 
International Law were first 
offered in 1965 with the appoint­
ment of Professor Frankino. 
By 1975, student interest in 
international affairs had deve­
loped to the point that the Inter­
national Law Society had its 
beginnings. The purpose of the 
Society, then as now, is the 
promotion of interest in the fields 
of public and private international 
law, as well as comparative law, 
through the sponsorship of speak­
ers, symposia and other activities 
germane to its purposes. The 
S(^iety coordinates its activities 
with those of the American Socie­
ty of International law and the 
International Law Section of the 
American Bar Association. With 
the arrival in 1983 of Professor 
John F. Murphy, the Society has 
had a rebirth of meaningful 
action. 
The Villanova Court Jesters 
Making its debut in March of 
1988, the Villanova Court Jesters' 
avowed purpose is to stage a 
Gilbert & Sullivan operetta each 
year in the spring and a dramatic 
production in the fall. On March 
25 and 26,1988, the Court Jesters 
staged their first production, 
Gilbert & Sullivan's "Trial by 
Jury," which played to standing-
room-only in the auditorium of 
Garey Hall. The Court Jesters' 
second production was a truly 
professional production of Gilbert 
& Sullivan's "lolanthe." The | 
spring 1990 performance of Gil­
bert & Sullivan's "The Pirates of 
Penzance" was outstanding and; 
augers well for the future of the 
Jesters. This was followed by 
"Ruddigore," and last year's, 
spectacular production of "The^ 
Mikado." Dramatic productions 
have included "Rope," "Don't 
Drink the Water," and "Arsenic 
& Old Lace." Auditions for both 
productions are held in the fall 
and are open to the entire law 
school community. 
Wa^lMe"^*^ Entertainment Law Society sponsored a symposium featuring Charles Barkley and Bob 
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Professor Publications: The Privatization of Apartheid 
by Ruth E. Gordon 
associate professor at Villan­
ova University School of Law 
With each announced reform, 
the government of South Africa 
has proudly proclaimed that it is 
dismantling the system of Apar­
theid. A closer look at the 
announced reforms and their 
implementations, however, indi­
cate that, perhaps we are witness­
ing Apartheid's privatization, 
rather than its demise. Although 
Apartheid will no longer be man­
dated by law, "segregation" will 
remain an integral part of South 
African life. 
While steps toward disassem­
bling Apartheid are to be 
applauded, it must be recognized 
that the contemplated reforms are 
unlikely to result in changes in 
the lives of the vast number of 
black South Africans. The 
changes themselves are often 
times illusory and given the 
current, bleak economic position 
of most black South Africans, the 
so-called reforms are delusive. Not 
only do the reforms thus far fail 
to address the vast disparities in 
wealth, disparities which are a 
direct result of the Apartheid 
system, but they seek to lock 
current inequalities in place, and 
thereby cement Apartheid into the 
social and economic composition 
of the emerging South Africa. 
The repeal of the Group Areas 
Act, the Black Land Act and other 
laws governing the ownership and 
use of land, illustrate these fun­
damental flaws. The Black Land 
Act set aside land reserves which 
totaled approximately 13 percent 
of the country's land mass and 
black • South Africans were not 
permitted to purchase or rent 
territory outside of these reserves. 
Thus farmers and sharecroppers 
outside the reserves were evicted 
in large numbers or relegated to 
labor tenant status on white-
owned farms. Numerous com­
munities, which had purchased 
their land prior to 1^3, were 
designated as "black spots" (areas 
where blacks were no longer 
allowed) and people were forcibly 
removed without compensation. 
The Group Areas Act, pro­
claimed "group areas" where only 
members of a particular racial 
group could live or own property. 
Group area designations forced 
large numbers of Indians and so-
called "coloureds" out of down­
town districts and into outlying 
townships. The compensation 
paid for the expropriated property 
was inadequate at best. 
The cumulated effect of this 
legislation has been devastating. 
An estimated 3.5 million people 
were forcibly removed between 
1960 and 1983 and the tactics were 
brutal: families were moved at 
gunpoint; cattle was impounded 
without compensation; villages 
were bulldozed; and the resettle­
ment areas were usually arid, 
marginal lands with little agricul­
ture promise. 
Forcing 85 percent of the pop­
ulation onto 13 percent of the land 
inevitably created massive over­
crowding and greatly increased 
the rate of urbanization as people 
streamed into the cities to escape 
rural poverty. The resulting hous­
ing shortage has been severe, with 
an estimated seven million people 
living in self-erected housing — 
shanty towns — appalling little 
shacks I witnessed in Soweto and 
Crossroads. 
Repealing these laws, however, 
is not likely to ease this shortage 
nor redress the large scale confis­
cations of property. Most black 
South Africans cannot afford to 
move into previously categorized 
white areas. An estimated two-
thirds of the black African pop­
ulation lives below subsistence 
level, while the figure for those 
living in dire poverty in the 
homelands is more than 80 per­
cent. For a modest, state-
subsidized house of R75,000 (US 
$27,000), a family would need to 
make monthly payments of R1,000 
(US $370). In a recent survey, it 
was found that only 2.4 percent 
of black South Africans earn 
above R2,000 (US $740) per month. 
(A salary necessary to meet such 
a moderate mortgage). 
Considering these figures, a 
sudden deterioration in de facto 
residential segregation is extreme­
ly unlikely. Moreover, there has 
l^en no provision made to return 
land to those who were forcibly 
removed. It is important to keep 
in mind that this land was con­
fiscated in very recent memory 
and thus is a crucial issue for 
many black South Africans. This 
is an issue that cannot be rectified 
simply by now permitting market 
forces to operate. It is critical that 
some mechanism is put in place 
to adequately address these 
acknowledged and rightful 
grievances. 
Finally, the Government's 
White Paper on Land Reform, 
which further elaborates its policy 
on land issues, and recently pro­
posed legislation reveal what the 
Government truly envisions. For 
instance, the proposed Residential 
Environmental Bill, a thinly veiled 
substitute for the Group Areas 
Act, is an attempt to maintain the 
status quo in white residential 
areas by prohibiting any change 
in existing norms and standards. 
This bill would give current white 
owners the power to define exist­
ing norms and standards and give 
them the force of law backed by 
criminal and civil penalty. Local 
authorities would be given wide 
prerogative to make by-laws 
regarding the use, maintenance 
and appearance of residential 
property as well as the orderly and 
civilized use of public and com­
munity amenities. While the law 
disallows explicit reference to 
race, it can only be interpreted as 
authorizing a continuation of 
discrimination. 
Given its history of abject 
racism and firm belief in racial 
superiority, it is not surprising 
that white South Africans would 
attempt to maintain their privi­
leges and continue to adhere to 
separation of the races. It is 
incumbent upon us, however, to 
scrutinize proposed reforms care­
fully and insure that South Africa 
is truly moving toward a free, non-
racial, democratic society where 
all of its citizens enjoy its great 
wealth. 
Ruth E. Gordon, associate pro­
fessor at Villanova University's 
School of Law, visited South Africa 
in March 1991 to participate in a 
conference on Constitution — Mak­
ing South Africa. She met with 
members of the African National 
Congress (ANC) including Walter 
Sisulu, toured Soweto, visited a 
shanty town, attended Namibia's 
Independence Day celebrations and 
experience the "new South Africa" 
as a black woman. 
Gordon received her BA and JD 
from New York University and her 
LLM from the London School of 
Economics and Political Sciences. 
She co-authored a study for the 
United Nations Council for Nami­
bia on violations of U.N. decrees 
and resolutions. 
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Tilghman Bill Passed 
i . PA Senate 
Trial Lawyer to Recruit Students 
HARRISBURG Gune 3,1992) -
The State Senate today unanim­
ously passed a legislative priority 
of Senator Richard A. Tilghman 
(R-17) which will assure that 
college students have access to 
reports of criminal activity on 
college campuses in 
Pennsylvania. 
The Tilghman bill amends that 
College and University Security 
and Information Act to require 
college and university police 
departments to open up their polic 
logs to public scrutiny. 
Senator Tilghman, whose 17th 
Senatorial District is home to 
many colleges and universities, 
said, "If students know of a rash 
of break-ins to dormitories, they 
can take steps to secure their 
living quarters. If they are aware 
of a rash of assaults on campus, 
they can travel together in well-
lighted areas. 
"If they're unaware," he said, 
"their safety and welfare are 
needlessly jeopardized, and their 
chances of becoming a victim are 
greater." 
Tilghman's legislation. Senate 
Bill 1378, requires institutions of 
higher education to maintain 
daily logs of all responses to valid 
complaints of reported crimes. In 
addition, the logs are to include 
the names and addresses of per­
sons arrested and the charges 
filed against them. Unless other­
wise provided by law, the logs 
must be made public and available 
without charge. 
"Some college and university 
police departments provide full 
access to incident reports to both 
college publications and off-
campus news organizations," 
Tilghman said. "Others provide 
such vague reports that they are 
totally worthless. 
"This legislative priority of 
mine will provide college and 
university students with the 
knowledge of criminal activity on 
their campus so they won't need­
lessly become victims of crime." 
Senator Tilghman said he is 
hopeful that the state House of 
Representatives will give swift 
and positive consideration of the 
bill so that it can be forwarded 
to the governor for signature. 
Millville, NJ — National Trial 
Lawyer and its two state-specific 
editions in New Jersey and New 
York are recruiting students from 
all the accredited law schools 
across the country. 
In an effort to develop the 
communication between you, the 
law students, your schools, and 
attorneys. Trial Lawyer Publica­
tions (Publisher of NTL) wants to 
induct interested writers and 
editors to NTL's distinguished 
editorial board. 
As students, you will be joining 
the ranks of the leading trial 
attorneys in the country. Your 
joint mission will be to commun­
icate state-of-the-art information 
and technical advice along with 
the lifestyle issues facing the legal 
industry today. 
This alliance will greatly benefit 
you as students. Publication in a 
major national legal magazine will 
look excellent on your resumes to 
prospective employers once you 
graduate. It will also be helpful 
in getting internships. Law firms 
and companies are readily 
impressed with writing and edi­
torial skills. 
Trial Lawyer Publications is 
also offering all law students a 
half price one-year subscription 
offer. For $12.50, any student can 
receive 6 issues of the "Magazine 
For Advocates." That is half the 
price trial attorneys pay. 
As law students, you will enjoy 
Trial Lawyer because it never 
hestitates in its stance: we the 
advocates of the people. The 
content is sometimes satirical and 
humorous, frequently controver­
sial, occasionally abrasive, but 
always truthful. Spotting trends 
and forecasting the myriad of 
issues and problems that face the 
trial bar are the primary goals oft 
the editors. 
Anyone interested in being 
considered for the editorial board, : 
please contact Nicole M. West-; 
moreland. Managing Editor, at 
800-331-9000. 
Legal Publishing Preview Expands 
Welcome to the Docket 
The Docket is the official news­
paper for Villanova Law School, 
published monthly and freely 
distributed. The Docket is here to 
gromote the gOcJs of: (1) dissem-
Jaating information; (2) promoting 
tte free, uninhibited robust 
interchange of ideas — be they 
controversial, provincial, or oth­
erwise; (3) allowing interaction 
between the administration and 
the student body; and (4) providing 
an open forum for the entire law 
school community. 
^ibmissions, suggestions, com­
ments and letters are wekofne 
and encouraged. Every sphool 
pager is a reflection of the cem-
muf»ty it is estcdblished for — and 
so E»ur success in fulfilli»g-^r 
goaJi and resp«!asibilitie« .wHl 
in large' part u|m' #ie 
corttinued suppat of the entire 
law school community. 
Please feel free to stop any of 
the editors or staff in the hallways, 
or stop by our office (down the 
hallway from the cafeteria). 
NEW PROVIDENCE, NJ, June 
1, 1992 - LEGAL PUBLISHING 
PREVIEW magazine, published 
by Martindale-Hubbell, has offi­
cially expanded its coverage of 
news, reviews and listings on the 
latest information products for 
the legal profession to 64 editorial 
pages per issue effective with the 
April '92 edition. 
Editorial coverage has expanded 
over the last three years from the 
24-pages of the original edition, as 
LEGAL PUBLISHING PREVIEW 
reports on the growing number of 
legal information pr^uct intro­
ductions, particularly on CD-
ROM and on-line. Changing tech­
nology has contributed to product 
growth, as well as the legal 
profession's need for information 
on topical areas, such as environ­
mental »nd bankruptcy law. 
LEGAL PUBLISHING PREVIEW 
predicts a proliferation of new 
information products dealing 
with compliance with the 'Amer­
icans With Disabilities Act.' 
LEGAL PUBLISHING PRE­
VIEW is known as the legal 
information 'finding tool' that 
alerts law librarians and legal 
practitioners to the latest legal 
information products as they are 
announced or published. The lead 
article of every issue addresses a 
specific topic of concern to today's 
legal profession, such as the 
overview on environmental law 
publications featured in the April 
issue. 
Organized into specific legal 
practice areas and written by 
experienced law librarians and 
legal researchers, LEGAL PUB­
LISHING PREVIEW covers legal 
information products in media 
ranging from books to computer 
software, and audio or video 
cassettes, as well as news and 
activities affecting law librarians 
and legal practitioners. 
The editorial staff of LEGAL 
PUBLISHING PREVIEW reports 
the latest news and trends in the 
legal publishing field in every 
issue, and regular columns pres­
ent current information on tax 
publications and software, com­
puter products for the legal pro­
fession, reviews of books pub- -
lished in the last six to eight 
months, upcoming seminars and 
conferences (up to 100 events are 
listed in every issue), as well as 
discussions on timely topics, such 
as the recent 'The Library as a • 
Profit Center.' 
Founded in 1988, LEGAL PUB­
LISHING PREVIEW has a circu­
lation of 6,000, including members 
of the American Association of 
Law Libraries. LEGAL PUBLISH­
ING PREVIEW is available from 
Martindale-Hubbell at an annual 
subscription fee of $99.95. 
Martindale-Hubbell, a Reed 
Reference Publishing company, 
has been the premier provider rf 
information for and about the 
legal profession for 125 years. 
